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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . A reply was received on 10 November 2006. By this reply, no claims have been 
amended, added, or canceled. Claims 7-14 were previously withdrawn from further 
consideration as being directed to a nonelected species. Claims 1-4, 6, and 15-17 are 
currently under consideration in the present application. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-4, 6, and 15-17 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-4 and 15-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kudelski et al, US Patent 5144663, in view of Wasilewski et al, US Patent 5870474 
(cited in the previous Office action). 
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In reference to Claim 1, Kudelski discloses a method for managing access to a 
restricted transmitted event including receiving and decrypting encrypted access 
information (column 6, lines 4-10) which includes data corresponding to the price of the 
transmitted event (column 3, lines 6-13 and 42-50), verifying that the cost of the event is 
less than a pre-stored cash reserve, (column 6, lines 35-41), and receiving and 
descrambling the scrambled transmitted event (column 4, lines 5-19). Kudelski further 
discloses that the encrypted access information may be encrypted using any encryption 
system (column 4, lines 54-57); however, Kudelski does not explicitly disclose using a 
public key system for encrypting the access information, where the public key is shared. 

Wasilewski discloses a system in which a plurality of service providers 
communicate with a receiver (see, for example, Figure 1, service providers 110a and 
1 10b), where a public key system is used for encrypting access information (see, for 
example, column 8, lines 31-37) and where a public key is shared by a plurality of 
service providers (see column 10, lines 31-42, where multiple service providers share 
key information). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one or ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify the method of Kudelski by including the 
use of a shared public key, in order to prevent unauthorized users from addressing 
receivers (see Wasilewski, column 4, lines 12-22). 

In reference to Claim 2, Kudelski and Wasilewski further disclose that the access 
information includes a descrambling key (Kudelski, column 6, lines 6-10) and purchase 
information including channel identification data, event identity data, date and time 
stamp data, and billing data (Kudelski, column 6, lines 1 1-50). 
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In reference to Claim 3, Kudelski and Wasilewski further disclose transferring 
data associated with the purchased event to update a user's account information 
(Kudelski, column 8, lines 48-58). 

In reference to Claim 4, Kudelski and Wasilewski further disclose a smart card 
(Kudelski, column 4, lines 58-63). 

In reference to Claim 15, Kudelski and Wasilewski further disclose that the 
transmitted event can be audio/video program data (see Kudelski, column 1, lines 17- 
22; column 3, lines 6-20). 

In reference to Claim 16, Kudelski and Wasilewski further disclose that a service 
provider can be a television or cable network (see Kudelski, column 1 , lines 13-23; 
column 3, lines 46-50). 

In reference to Claim 17, Kudelski and Wasilewski further disclose that the 
transmitted event can be a package of programs (Kudelski, column 7, line 65-column 8, 
line 5, where a subscription can be purchased). 

5. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kudelski 
in view of Wasilewski as applied to claim 4 above, and further in view of EBU Project 
Group, "Functional Model of a Conditional Access System". 

Kudelski as modified by Wasilewski discloses everything as applied to Claim 4; 
however, Kudelski as modified above does not explicitly disclose the use of the 
PCMCIA card standard in the smart card. EBU discloses that a smart card used in a 
conditional access system may use the PCMCIA standard (page 69, section 3.4). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the method of Kudelski and Wasilewski to use the 
PCMCIA standard for the smart card, in order to allow the system to contain the 
conditional access system and the descrambler in a single unit (see EBU, page 69, 
section 3.4). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Zachary A. Davis whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3870. The examiner can normally be reached on weekdays 8:30-6:00, alternate 
Fridays off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Emmanuel Moise can be reached on (571) 272-3865. The fax phone 
number for the organization.where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 000. 




EMNIKLL M0ISE 
SUPERVISORY PATEMT EXAMINER 




